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Retraction for “A global network of marine protected areas for
food,” by Reniel B. Cabral, Darcy Bradley, Juan Mayorga,
Whitney Goodell, Alan M. Friedlander, Enric Sala, Christopher
Costello, and Steven D. Gaines, which was first published
October 26, 2020; 10.1073/pnas.2000174117 (Proc. Natl. Acad.
Sci. U.S.A. 117, 28134–28139).
The editors are retracting this article. The authors note the
following:
“Following publication, we were informed of a data error
from the version of the RAM database (RAM version 4.44 and
older) that we used in our paper. An updated version of the
RAM database exists (RAM version 4.491) that corrects this
error, and, notably, the fisheries status of some RAM stocks are
improved relative to prior versions. In particular, the inclusion
of the erroneous unassessed Trachurus trachurus stock from the
older version of RAM used in our analysis led to an overestimate of the potential food benefit from expanding existing
global marine protected area (MPA) coverage. Notably, catch
benefits from MPA expansion are still positive and substantial
once the erroneous stock is removed from the analysis, and the
qualitative conclusions of our work remain the same. However,
we have been informed that the changes to our results arising
from the data error have cast doubt over the outcome of the
peer review process, ultimately leading to the retraction of this
paper. We intend to submit a corrected version of the paper
elsewhere.”
The editors also note that the article’s editor, J.L., recently
published a related paper with the article’s authors and has a
personal relationship with one of the authors, both of which are
disallowed by PNAS editorial policies.
May R. Berenbaum
Editor-in-Chief
Published under the PNAS license.
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